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The Stray American beautifully captures the sense of rootlessness and search for identity. Set 

in 2003, Larry Greenberg escapes from his corporate law job in Boston to teach in a seedy 

American college near London’s Waterloo Station. We follow Larry, a flawed but engaging 

character, on his journey in search of a soulmate and a sense of purpose. 

 

He has always been rootless, unwilling to commit himself to a job or woman or cause. If he 

grows up, must he shed his wings?  Larry is not one of those who cannot return home, but is 

he condemned to forever consider himself to be an outsider? 
 

 

Praise for The Stray American 

 

‘Brandmark’s prose and taut plotting draw the reader in’ 

‘The Stray American is both social satire and a subtle parody of coming-of-age stories.’  

Kaite Welsh in the Literary Review 
 

‘In giving us an anti-hero for our time in the shape of an American in Wimbledon looking for 

love, Brandmark reveals the absurdities of relationships with wit and without cynicism. This 

book delights in language and foibles.’ – British Fiction Uncovered 

 

The Stray American is longlisted for the Jerwood Fiction Uncovered Prize 2015 



Wendy Brandmark 

Wendy Brandmark is a fiction writer, reviewer and lecturer. She 

writes both novels and short stories.  

 

Her first novel, The Angry Gods, was published by Dewi Lewis in 

2003 and the US edition in 2005.  

 

Wendy’s short stories, set in New York, Boston, Denver and 

London, have been widely published in British and American 

magazines and anthologies, including The Massachusetts Review, 

Riptide Journal, Stand Magazine, Lilith Magazine and The Warwick 

Review.  

 

Her most recent reviews have appeared in The Literary Review, The 

Independent and The Times Literary Supplement. 

 

At present Wendy supervises second year students in the Oxford 

University Master of Studies (MSt) in Creative Writing, and she 

teaches fiction writing at The City Lit.  

 

More details are available from 

www.hollandparkpress.co.uk/brandmark 

 

    

                                                                                                                                                        

Notes for editors 
 

Holland Park Press is a privately owned publisher of literary fiction and poetry. It specializes in 

contemporary English fiction & poetry, translations of Dutch classics and modern Dutch fiction & 

poetry in English and Dutch. 

 

http://www.hollandparkpress.co.uk/ 

 

http://www.twitter.com/HollandParkPres 

http://www.facebook.com/HollandParkPress 

http://www.youtube.com/user/HollandParkPress 

 

 

All enquiries to Bernadette Jansen op de Haar, publisher, (tel) +44 (0) 7792611929 (email) 

bernadette@hollandparkpress.co.uk 

 

Distributed in the USA by SPD http://www.spdbooks.org, contact Nicole Trigg (email) 

nicole@spdbooks.org   
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