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The narrator looks back on the muddle of his life as a literary translator, moving between
London and Lima, Paris and Madrid, Leiden and back to London.
He has long dreamt of finding literary fame, and has toiled away at his translation of an
important but dauntingly bleak Peruvian novel. His is unable ever to complete the work,
taking a series of dead-end jobs to make ends meet. For a while he earns a living at a large
multinational company whose hidebound hierarchy infuriates him. At length he discovers his
true niche as a translator of the works of a tricky doyen of Latin American fiction.
Over the years, friends, family, colleagues and lovers appear, disappear and reappear, but his
edgy relationships with them seem to go nowhere. He comes to the painful realisation that he,
a translator, is prone to ‘misreadings’: of his own strengths and weaknesses, of the women in
his life, of his colleagues, of the viability of his translation career, of the options open to him.
The story is told through a mosaic of interlinked episodes that together create a picture of the
narrator’s bumpy road to maturity.
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